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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
E. WALSH, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by our
guest Chaplain Dean Chambers, who is
the associate pastor of Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church, Elkview, WV.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Our heavenly Father, we come before
You humbly to thank You for the awe-
some privilege it is to live in this great
Nation. Thank You for all the many
blessings You have given us past and
present, as well as the continued bless-
ings of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness as we continue toward the
future.

We ask that You protect us from all
who threaten the cause of liberty. We
especially pray that Your hand of pro-
tection be upon all those serving in our
Armed Forces and all those who serve
the cause of freedom around our world.

In this assembly today, we invite
Your leadership and guidance as the af-
fairs of state are pursued. I ask also
that You give to each person wisdom
and understanding for the decisions
that are made. In times of debate and
difference, may we remember that at
the end of the day we are, indeed, ‘‘one
Nation under God.”

May the love of God the Father, the
grace and mercy of the Lord Jesus, and
the communion of Your spirit rest
upon the Members of our Senate today.

In Jesus’s Name. Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 13, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN E. WALSH, a
Senator from the State of Montana, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WALSH thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Following my remarks
and those of the Republican leader, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 10:30 a.m. this morning,
with the Republicans controlling the
first half and the majority controlling
the final half.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of S.
1086, the child care and development
block grant reauthorization bill.

We did extremely well yesterday. I
expect more rollcall votes on it today.
We are also working on an agreement
on flood insurance, we are working on
additional executive nominations, and
we are seeing what we can do on min-
imum wage. We have Ukraine sanc-
tions out there someplace, and we are
trying to put it all together. We hope
we can finish that today, but it is not
guaranteed.

Senators will be notified with as
much notice as possible when votes are
scheduled.

——————

CAMPAIGN DISTORTION

Mr. REID. Over the last couple of
weeks I have taken some heat from
Senate Republicans and conservative
pundits for exposing two multibillion-
aires. These are two oil barons, and
they are trying to rig the political sys-
tem to favor the rich and especially
favor themselves.

After the 14th statement adverse to
me issued by a spokesman for the Koch
brothers, it seems abundantly clear I
have gotten under their skin.

As the saying goes, from the great
Senator Pat Moynihan: ‘“‘Everyone is
entitled to his own opinion, but not to
his own facts.”

But I had guessed the Koch brothers
have been able to buy their facts over
the years, not paying any attention to
whether they are true or false. This
week media outlets from New York,
and especially the New York Times, to
the Washington Post, to the Detroit
News, revealed the truth. The truth is
millions in political ads sponsored by
these two multibillionaires are mis-
leading at best and outright false in
many instances.

The truth is the Koch brothers are
willing to do anything, even exploit
Americans suffering from cancer, to
advance their campaign of distortion.

I am not afraid of the Koch brothers.
None of us should be afraid of the Koch
brothers. These two multibillionaires
can spend millions of dollars of their
money rigging the political process for
their own benefit, but that doesn’t
mean we have to lie down and take it—
because we are not going to. They may
believe that whoever has the most
money gets the most free speech. That
is wrong, it is unfair, and it is untrue.
I will do whatever it takes to expose
their campaign, their campaign to rig
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